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In recent years, Prague has emerged as one of Europe’s favorite destinations. Known as
Prague locally and nicknamed the City of 100 Spires, the Czech Republic’s capital offers
everything travelers want: gorgeous architecture, centuries of history and pleasures —
both simple and ornate — on every corner.
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Korean Air will resume direct
flights to Prague from March 27.
Flights will operate 3 times a week.
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You can see the appeal of the past on every cobblestoned
lane: Prague is home to 1,000 years of amazing architec-
ture such as the sprawling Prazsky Hrad, or Prague Cas-
tle, confirmed by the Guinness World Records as the larg-
est ancient castle complex in the world. But the city is also
looking ahead, with stunning new arrivals like the Zaha
Hadid Architects’ Masarycka Building, set to open at Ma-
saryk Railway Station later this year. A new pedestrian
bridge connecting the Karlin and HoleSovice neighbor-
hoods with Stvanice, an island with a public swimming
area, will also open in 2023. The city's cultural scene is
blossoming in similar fashion, with new art districts, shops
and public spaces, as well as a fun food and drink scene.

The Vitava Runs Through It

Prague'’s spires offer plenty of chances for a view over the
city. And then there is the river. The slow-moving Vlitava
River offers a unique perspective on Prague — both literal-
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The Vitava River is a part of the daily lives of
Prague residents, with scenic views of the
Charles Bridge and Old Town Bridge Tower.
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The 17 century Baroque library in Strahov
Monastery's Theological Hall
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Baroque-style houses on a picturesque
lane in Old Town Square
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The Petfin Funicular takes you to the top

of Petfin Hill where you can find magni-
ficient views of the city.
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ly and figuratively. Serving as a touchstone for Czechs, it is
the longest river in the country and the namesake of a be-
loved Smetana symphony that is almost a second national
anthem. The Vltava both divides and unites the capital,
separating the Mala Strana District from Staré Mésto, or
Old Town, while also offering a shared resource for recre-
ation. But for years, it was overlooked, as the writer Mark
Baker, a longterm resident of Prague, explains.

"“For several decades, at least under communism, the river
was not important — they really kind of forgot about it," he
says. “Now, the river is central to the city.”

A case in point: Naplavka, which started out as a simple
weekend farmers’ market on the Rasinovo Nabiezi em-
bankment at the southern edge of Nové Mésto, or New
Town, has evolved into a see-and-be-seen promenade,
becoming a favorite location for socializing and exercising
every day of the week.

Other parts of the river have similar importance, like
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Jan Valenta, founder of the
Taste of Prague Food Tours in
201, pours a glass of beer ata
local hostelry.
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Food being served on the
Prague Dinner & Cocktail Tour.
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Stielecky Ostrov, or Shooter's Island, home to a popular
outdoor cinema in warm weather. Kids love the play-
grounds on the nearby Détsky Ostrov, or Children’s Island.
And if you don't stroll across romantic, statue-studded
Charles Bridge at least once, did you even go to Prague?

Oceans of Beer and Food

As the home of both the first pilsner and the original Bud-
weiser, the Czech Republic is justifiably famous for its
beer. But beyond the big brands, hundreds of small brew-
eries have opened in the past two decades, with more
than 40 new beer makers in the capital alone. Sample the
goods at an intimate “restaurant brewery” such as Pivovar
Bubene¢, which serves fresh lagers and rich local meals in
the Bubene¢ neighborhood, not far from Prague Castle.
It's not just beer on the menu. Only 20 years ago, great in-
ternational cooking was hard to find: There was a lot of
Czech food, some Italian — and not much else. But re-
cently, restaurateurs from around the world have really
democratized food in the city. Festivals — including barbe-
cue competitions, hamburger festivals and even kimchi
competitions — take place year-round.

To sample the best international fare, head to Manifesto
Andél, an innovative international food court in the up-
and-coming Smichov District. It serves everything from
Greek souvlaki to Brazilian barbecue, all in a unique space
constructed from recycled shipping containers. It's been
so successful that it recently opened a branch in Berlin.
Afterward, catch up on Prague’s excellent coffee scene.
Jan Valenta, a blogger and co-founder of Taste of Prague
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Located in Prague’s leafy sixth district, A view of the Vlitava River with ferries
Pivovar Bubenet is a modern brewery passing by and beautiful architecture.

with its own ales and lagers.

Food Tours, attributes part of its charm to the old Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire.

“The coffee here's fantastic,” he says. "It's still based on
the Viennese model. You sit down, there's table service
and you get coffee and something sweet.”

In Smichov, order coffee and cake at Kavarna Co Hleda
Jméno, or “the Café in Search of a Name," just around the
corner from Manifesto Andél.

Architecture and Nature

Prague is rightly known for over 10 centuries of remark-
able buildings, from Romanesque constructions like the
Rotunda Svatého Kfize Mensiho in the New Town to
Frank Gehry and Vlado Milunié¢'s swooning Dancing
House, less than 1km away. More hints of modern archi-
tecture lie just across the river in Smichov, where Jean
Nouvel's Golden Angel building stands close to the city's
only functionalist synagogue, built in 1931.
Stylish buildings might be Prague'’s calling
card, but locals love that there are also plenty
of green spaces: parks, playgrounds and even
areas of actual wilderness, all reachable by
foot or on Prague’s excellent public transpor-
tation.

In the Mald Strana District, nestled between
the river and Prague Castle, are the formal
gardens Vrtbovska Zahrada and the Zahrady
pod Prazskym Hradem, or gardens below
Prague Castle. They charge entry fees, but are
worth it for their Baroque sculptures, cozy ga-
zebos and romantic hideouts. Even the free-
to-enter gardens in the area, such as the his-
toric Vojanovy Sady and the new Park Cihelnd,
offer fresh air and calm spots to catch your
breath.
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David Cerny's Lilith, a statue of a 24m tall woman, weighs 35
tons and turns her head at regular intervals.
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The staggered windows of Frank Gehry's Dancing House

As a contrast to these well-organized
green spaces, check out the landscape at
Divoka Sérka, a nature reserve on the out-
skirts of the city that is easily reachable via
tram 20 or 26. In hot weather, you can re-
fresh yourself in Dzban Lake or in the
spring-fed swimming pools (they can be
quite chilly!) or simply wander through the
gorge and its surrounding forest on the
marked bike and pedestrian trails.

Romantic Neighbors

While many of Prague’s attractions lie in
its historic central area, it's worth taking
time to explore further out. In part, that's to
alleviate any potential tourism fatigue:
things feel more authentic the further you get from
Charles Bridge. A short tram or metro ride takes you to the
cozy residential neighborhood of Vinohrady, with its tree-
lined lanes and pastel-colored art nouveau apartments, or
to the up-and-coming art district of HoleSovice.

In addition to some much-needed peace and quiet away
from the crowds, visiting noncentral neighborhoods brings
you close to some of Prague's new arrivals. More and
more, Valenta notes, restaurateurs are relocating outside
of the center. “I think what we're going to see now is a
move toward further districts,” he says. As an obvious ex-

3ff 18A|7]0fl X|01Z HIZ A F@l HEEHTAT} ISR S
0] 2| ¢2ixl Y. OIFCHR HIZ3 Z2PyTt 88 29
A, Ot FXIQL JRtERl 2977t A HiRASR 32t
S0 2001 A2k Lijo] E212 2hsict. 7S of2l, SEMTL Ak=
Hop=H| S, MEA 2 o XIELt of3= B2 YFo| 7kssEt
RO 5X0|= 2EX|2| A2HI0|A BlojL} AMEH 37|E Ot
Al & E27| L

7HYZ RIS BIO|LE EEAH TR opMol Xiig ght: Aot
WA Qfeg WS 2B} XAE S0l C|HTL A2
FH= AlLollM EE Bt A FE 4= UCH TR ol =
2I5HE HRATHH EF4 S50 MES ZI0] BHE HA 3o
M7I2 s si= FCE H S 2SS MR AEAH B2 R Y
2 Y0t & obS fH|CH 2 HESH A7} OFS A HOojRl=

&2 2R 4= U2 HOo|Ct

JarEel SHE
zZ2tsto| SHRI0M 2 Y4 £35S OHHCH, OfH| BX|QIS
of 20| MK = FH SHIE BT Rl FHEmol|M ZHofE
5 T Z2tstet 7pteiTict. EFO|LL HE 2 Au x5
O SR{LpHH TARM 22 2 Ol25%E AESE1 71247t
02T H|'=SEIC|, Ol&7150] A= X922 R &34
HIXN| 22 Stof g g=rt

XZ =Zatst BX|QISHA =H2 F22 2

rr

St

rr

shg2lo|

MORNINGCALM  32/33

R
A

AN

4
> B,

AV .5.5, e
A5708 (AN
\ !
I\

TS MZLel 3HE <2 vigetm el 47jEdl 2lxan Fael Menta, 2lxa
Ol HRZ OfE S Aol Y S| U2 D LIIAE] Of2 i 2Ale] S0f 0] 71

&2 BNy FEU 58wt §0IM 2UCk
David Cerny's hanging statue of King An art nouveau building on Ly&kovo
Wenceslas on an upside-down horse Square that houses a primary school
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Hrubé Skdla, a castle-turned hotel in
Cesky raj (Bohemian Paradise), stands
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A foggy forest in Cesky réj (Bohemian
Paradise) gives off a mysterious vibe.

atop a rock cliff and boasts a history of
over 600 years.
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ample, he cites Karlin, a formerly downtrodden area thatis 3 *,

now considered one of the city’s trendiest. To explore it,
take the metro’s Line B to KfiZikova Station. Stroll down
the street to Invalidovna, a former hospital for army veter-
ans from 1737 and now home to a quiet park filled with
century-old plane trees, near what must be the world's
most beautiful primary school, overlooking the quiet
square Lyckovo Namésti. Cool cafés, bars and restaurants
can be found throughout the district, as well as a refresh-
ing lack of crowds. Even neighborhoods that used to be
uncool, like Pankréc in the south of the city, are becoming
known for their attractions, Valenta notes. “HoleSovice is
coming alive too,” he says. “All of them, really.”

Bohemian Paradise

Visitors could spend a lifetime exploring Prague and not
see everything, but there’s plenty to discover out of town,
too. When locals need time in the great outdoors, they of-
ten take a day trip to Cesky Raj, or Bohemian Paradise,
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The trail leading to Hruba Skala wraps
around ancient rock formations.

the country’s first nature preserve, near the towns of Mni-
chovo Hradisté and Jiéin, northeast of Prague. The re-
gion'’s thick, old-growth forests are crisscrossed with hik-
ing trails that lead to panoramic peaks and the mysterious
sandstone formations known as “rock cities.”

To get a glimpse of “paradise,” take a train from Prague to
the town of Malé Skaéla. Here you can book a canoe trip
down the Jizera from a boat rental agency, stop for lunch
at Maloskalsky Pivovar, the local restaurant and micro-
brewery, or set out hiking on nearby trails that lead to the
Besedické Skaly rock formation and the Skalni Bludisté
Chlévisté, a "rock maze." Climb to the top of a vyhlidka, or

lookout point — there are several — and take an Insta-

gram-worthy photo before heading back to your train.
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° Stromovka Park

The former royal hunting grounds in the
north of the city, Prague's favorite park is a
sprawling retreat full of trees, ponds, trails
and grassy meadows. There's also easy ac-
cess to Prague Zoo from here on a new foot-
bridge over the Vitava River.

e DOX Centre for Contemporary Art
This vast modern art museum is near some
of the best new spots in the developing art
district of Prague 7. Exhibitions change regu-
larly, but the constant attraction is the build-
ing itself, a former factory from 1911 with
modern additions that include the Gulliver
Airship.

e St. Agnes Convent

This slightly overlooked historic site and mu-
seum in the Old Town houses the National
Gallery Prague’s priceless collection of Medi-
eval Era artwork. The renovated gardens are
free to visit and contain installations and
works by leading Czech artists.

° Staropramen Brewery

Prague’s last remaining large-scale brewery

mo| E{XcjZo|c}. AnjSmo| Eaic|st Abdat s the anchor of the up-and-coming Smichov
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District. Take an hour-long tour of the brew-
ery or stop by its Na Verandach restaurant
on your way to see the new shops, bars and
attractions in the area.
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